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INTRODUCTION 

The! are the  quinte>aential rhetorical deaices of our discipline. 
producing work at once eloquent and mute. ~ i s u a l  texts of 
seduction and persuasion. The! are touchstones that celebiate 
our professional and academic discourse - eaen as the j  precipi- 
tate paradigm-shattering change. 4t once collectiae (and 
india idual) embodiments of disciplinaq aalues. international 
design cornpetitiorlr are unique xehicles for cross-cultural 
cornmunication. Speaking to an increasingl! global professional 
practice. the? explode traditional notions of context. effrcti\elj 
iemobing projects horn specificit! of site. tradition. and local 
culture. mhile focusing discussiori on the larger narratix es of the - 
discipline. And in the ine~itahle compromises of jury. selection. 
deaelopment. and construction. they force a (sometimes imper- 
fect) reconciliation hetween risionar) proposals and the parti- 
cularities of place. 

The mechanism is admittedly (sorne would saj  indelibl!) 
flax+ed: It does not lend itself equall! 15ell to all building tlppa. 
nor does it serae all client tjpes \+ell. Yet despite ~n!riad 
shortcomings. at its outset and best the architectural competi- 
tion proaides the architect with a head! ~nornent 01 pure. 
unadulterated freedom: it is a uriiquel! autonornous de-ign 
experience. In  the bod! of a project proposal. it proaides an 
unequaled opportunit! foi the clear exposition of theoretical 
and formal fra~rieuorhs. rlccordingl!. coinpetitions demand a 
rigorous. compelling clarit! arid ecorioni) of expression. To 
arhieae it. the! often push the li~riits of the representational 
tools at the  dispobal of the discipline. mining and expanding 
their iteratia e potential. 
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It t h e i ~  idealized l)e-t. t orripetitions ale monjmous. open. 
e~dluated  I)! piescient juries of 1 isiorrai? peel& and farsighted. 
toulageous rlierit/o\\ners. That anon!mit~ ha* enahled compe- 
titions to 1,ecorne imaluable instrumentb ol ie-calibration and 
disco\ el? : Here. protessiorial\\o~k that  opelate. on the rriargin- 
of an ackrio~+ledged div2plinary centei (theoretical. folmal. 
geographic. political) rnight pain legitimate ~ o i c e  and equalit\ 
oi lootirig. Herc. it ~niglit ~ i s e  to proniinente on a ldrger/gloI)al 
stage. Indeed. h j  virtue of their ~ i s u a l  format> and highlj public 
nature. co~npetitions generate thernaticall! fopused exhibition< 
of architrctlilal ideas: Presenting the re*oh~tion of a specific 
problern thlough a range of lenses. the! gather. compare. and 
rontrast the broad range of disciplina? diwou~ses simulta- 
neousl! at \+orli around the globe. 

In the wake of September 11. 2001. the 1-orld Trade Center 
site has focused global attention on design competitions - 

as t ing  them ai rrigagernrritv in rnultiple adlocac,. a. p o -  
cesws at orit e a~trstic and interrsel! political. But in the past 
half-terrtu~?. La \illette. the 1 ietrlanl RIeniorial. the Hong 
Long Peal'. the Po~npidou Centel. and the S j d r i e  Opela 
House (a~nonp inmr others) - h a l e  each challenged the \+a! \\e 
thinh about 0111 nmld arid oul \\olh. I t  times. piojectv that fail 
to \+in a n a ~ d s  ad\arlic the diwourse  noi it: T h e  Chicago 
Tlihune Cornpetitron i-  hut one of Inan> such ~arcliipelapos'. 
h i d  lor countle- 1 eason*. Inan1 eutlaoi t l inar~ .  aw ard-uinning 
p~oposals are nrlei h i l t .  - lq a iesult. the ~nechanisms that 
record and inteipret these unrealized ~ o r k ; .  become in1 aluable 
ingredients in understanding the  role of design competitions in 
the de~elopment  of our disciplinaq discourse. 

In this session. a distinguished panel analjzes a n d  fra~rles the 
role of design competitions in the discipline and profession of 
architecture. 


